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The  Creed  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  His  Own  Words 
I  believe  in  God,  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  Nations,  our  great  and  flf 
'^*W\  S°°d  anc*  rnerclful  Maker,  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who  notes  the  H' 
'B  fall  of  a  sparrow,  and  numbers  the  hairs  of  our  heads. 
I  believe  in  His  eternal  truth  and  justice. 

I  recognize  the  sublime  truth  announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures 
and  proven  by  all  history  that  those  nations  only  are  blest  whose 
God  is  the  Lord.  J|L 

I  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to  own  R§!&; 
%|p!  their  dependence  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God,  and  to  invoke  m 
,/^lthe  influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit;  to  confess  their  sins  and  trans-  B| 
gressions  in  humble  sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  R8 
,    repentance  will  lead  to  mercy  and  pardon. 
jp|?        I  believe  that  it  is  meet  and  right  to  recognize  and  confess  the ! 
^*j  ipresence  of  the  Almighty  Father  equally  in  our  triumphs  and  in 
Ik  those  sorrows  which  we  may  justly  fear  are  a  punishment  inflicted  t 
aluDon  us  for  our  presumptuous  sins  to  the  needful  end  of 


upon 


our  i 


4gi  reformation. 


I  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has  ever  given 
to  men.  All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  is  communi- 
cated to  us  through  this  book. 

I  believe  the  will  of  God  prevails.  Without  Him  all  human  re-  \ 
liance  is  vain.  Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being,  I  fJfSg 
cannot  succeed.  With  that  assistance  I  cannot  fail.  8«™ 

Being  a  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 


,d8S      .Being  a  humble  instrument  m  the  hands  ot  our  Heavenly  t  ather,  \msjfc 
iJ||l  I  desire  that  all  my  works  and  acts  may  be  according  to  His  will ;  ^fgmfV 
Wgm  and  that  it  may  be  so,  I  give  thanks  to  the  Almighty,  and  seek  His  i  Si 
«  aid.  "  1   m 


m 


m 


aid. 

I  have  a  solemn  oath  registered  in  heaven  to  finish  the  work  I 
in  full  view  of  my  responsibility  to  my  God,  with  malice  fj 


Hiamm; 

^J|j toward  none;  with  charity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the  right  as  Si 
,4®?  God  gives  me  to  see  the  right.  Commending  those  who  love  me  to  1 ;.; 
;%jHis  care,  as  I  hope  in  their  prayers  they  will  commend  rne;  I  look  * 
through  the  help  of  God  to  a  joyous  meeting  with  many  loved  ones  [ 
gone  before.  j 


%-lJ J.  A'J-s  c^/7"  ^y 


National  Magazine 
April  ,  19P0. 


Creeb  of  Sbrafjam  Htncoln 


LET  every  American,  every  lover  of  liberty,  every  well  wisher  to  his  posterity  swear  by  the  blood  of  the  Revolution 
_j  never  to  violate  in  the  least  particular  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  never  to  tolerate  their  violation  by 
others.  As  the  patriots  of  "Seventy-Six"  did  to  the  support  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  so  to  the  support 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  let  every  American  pledge  his  life,  his  property  and  his  sacred  hcnor.  Let  every 
man  remember  that  to  violate  the  law  is  to  trample  on  the  blood  of  his  father,  and  to  tear  the  charter  of  his  own 
and  his  children's  liberty.  Let  reverence  for  the  laws  be  breathed  by  every  American  mother  to  the  lisping  babe 
in  her  lap.  Let  it  be  taught  in  schools,  in  seminaries  and  in  colleges.  Let  it  be  written  in  primers,  spelling  books 
and  in  almanacs.  Let  it  be  preached  from  the  pulpit,  proclaimed  in  legislative  halls,  and  enforced  in  courts  of 
justice.     And,  in  short,  let  it  become  the  political  slogan  of  the  Nation.  Abraham  Lincoln. 


The  International  Journal  of  Religious  Education 
February,  1925. 


The  Faith  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
in  His  Own  Words 

1  BELIEVE  in  God,  the 
Almighty  Ruler  of  na- 
tions, our  great  and  good 
and  merciful  Maker,  our 
Father  in  heaven,  who 
notes  the  fall  of  a  sparrow, 
and  numbers  the  hairs  of 
our  heads. 

I  believe  in  his  eternal 
truth  and  justice. 

I  recognize  the  sublime 
truth  announced  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures  and  proved 
by  all  history  that  those 
nations  only  are  blest  whose 
God  is  the  Lord. 

I  believe  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  nations  as  well  as 
of  men  to  own  their  de- 
pendence upon  the  over- 
ruling power  of  God,  and  to 
invoke  the  influence  of  his 
Holy  Spirit ;  to  confess  their 
sins  and  transgressions  in 
humble  sorrow,  yet  with 
assured  hope  that  genuine 
repentance  will  lead  to 
mercy  and  pardon. 
I  believe  that  it  is  meet  and  right  to  recognize  and  confess 
the  presence  of  the  Almighty  Father  equally  in  our  triumphs 
and  in  those  sorrows  which  we  may  justly  fear  are  the  punish- 
ment inflicted  upon  us  for  our  presumptuous  sins  to  the  needful 
end  of  our  reformation. 

I  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has  ever 
given  to  men.  All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  is 
communicated  to  us  through  this  book. 

I  believe  the  will  of  God  prevails.  Without  Him  all  human 
reliance  is  vain.  Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being, 
I  cannot  succeed.    With  that  assistance  I  cannot  fail. 

Being  a  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  I  desire  that  all  my  words  and  acts  may  be  according 
to  His  will ;  and  that  it  may  be  so,  I  give  thanks  to  the  Almighty, 
and  seek  His  aid. 

I  have  a  solemn  oath  registered  in  heaven  to  finish  the  work 
I  am  in,  in  full  view  of  my  responsibility  to  God,  with  malice 
toward  none;  with  charity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the  right  as 
God  gives  me  to  see  the  right.  Commending  those  who  love 
me  to  His  care,  as  I  hope  in  their  prayers  they  will  commend  me 
I  look  through  the  help  of  God  to  a  joyous  meeting  with  many 
loved  ones  gone  before. 

— William  E.  Barton  in  The  Soul  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


The  Creed  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

in  His  Own  Words 

I  BELIEVE  in  God,  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  Nations,  our 
great  and  good  and  merciful  Maker,  our  Father  in  Heaven, 
who  notes  the  fall  of  a  sparrow,  and  numbers  the  hairs  of 
our  heads.  I  believe  in  His  eternal  truth  and  justice. 

RECOGNIZE  the  sublime  truth  announced  in  the  Holy 
-*-  Scriptures  and  proven  by  all  history  that  those  nations  only 
are  blest  whose  God  is  the  Lord. 

BELIEVE  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has  ever 
•^  given  to  men.  All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  is 
communicated  to  us  through  this  book. 

BELIEVE  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to 
-*-  own  their  dependence  upon  the  over-ruling  power  of  God,  and 
to  include  the  influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit;  to  confess  their  sins 
and  transgressions  in  humble  sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope  that 
genuine  repentance  will  lead  to  mercy  and  pardon. 

BELIEVE  the  will  of  God  prevails.  Without  Him  all  human 
**-  reliance  is  vain.  Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being 
I  cannot  succeed.  With  that  assistance  I  cannot  fail. 

|l3EING  a  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly 
****  Father,  I  desire  that  all  my  works  and  acts  may  be  accord- 
ing to  His  Will;  and  that  it  may  be  so,  I  give  thanks  to  the 
Almighty,  and  seek  His  aid. 

From  the  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
by  William  E.  Barton 

Copyright,  1925,  The  Bobbs- Merrill  Company 
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Answered 


OFFflOE  ©F  PRESIDENT 


THE  CREED  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

IN  HIS  OWN  WORDS 

I  believe  in  God,  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  Nations,  our  great  and  good 
and  merciful  Maker,  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who  notes  the  fall  of  a 
sparrow,  and  numbers  the  hairs  of  our  heads. 

I  believe  in  His  eternal  truth  and  justice. 

I  recognize  the  sublime  truth  announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and 
proven  by  all  history,  that  those  nations  only  are  blest  whose  God  is 
the  Lord. 

I  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to  own  their 
dependence  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God,  and  to  invoke  the 
influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit;  to  confess  their  sins  and  transgressions 
in  humble  sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repentence  will 
lead  to  mercy  and  pardon. 

I  believe  that  it  is  meet  and  right  to  recognize  and  confess  the 
presence  of  the  Almighty  Father  equally  in  our  triumphs  and  in  those 
sorrows  which  we  may  justly  fear  are  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  us 
for  our  presumptuous  sins  to  the  needful  end  of  our  reformation. 

I  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has  ever  given  to 
men.  All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  is  communicated 
to  us  through  this  book. 

I  believe  the  will  of  God  prevails.  Without  Him  all  human  reliance 
is  vain.  Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being  I  can  not  succeed. 
With  that  assistance  I  can  not  fail. 

Being  a  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  I 
desire  that  all  my  works  and  acts  may  be  according  to  His  Will;  and 
that  it  may  be  so,  I  give  thanks  to  the  Almighty,  and  seek  His  aid. 

I  have  a  solemn  oath  registered  in  Heaven  to  finish  the  work  I  am 
in,  in  full  view  of  my  responsibility  to  God,  with  malice  toward  none; 
with  charity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the  right  as  God  gives  me  to  see 
the  right.  Commending  those  who  love  me  to  His  care,  as  I  hope  in 
their  prayers  they  will  commend  me,  I  look  through  the  help  of  God 
to  a  joyous  meeting  with  many  loved  ones  gone  before. 

From  the  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  by  William  E.  Barton. 


iJ, 


"      I  ■■'/.'-  J/ 

JhsL  man.  o£ 
J  Jul  /P&opJbL 


Abraham  Lincoln's 
Creed 

"T  SINCERELY    hope    father    may 

*  recover  his  health,  but,  at  all 
events,  tell  him  to  remember  to  call 
upon  and  confide  in  our  great  and 
good  and  merciful  Maker,  who  will  not 
turn  away  from  him  in  any  extremity. 
He  notes  the  fall  of  a  sparrow,  and 
numbers  the  hairs  of  our  heads,  and 
He  will  not  forget  the  dying  man  who 
puts  his  trust  in  Him.  ...  If  it  be  his 
lot  to  go  now  he  will  soon  have  a  joy- 
ous meeting  with  many  loved  ones 
gone  before,  and  where  the  rest  of  us 
hope  with  the  help  of  God  ere  long  to 
join  them." — From  a  letter  written 
by  Lincoln  to  his  dying  father,  Jan- 
nary  12,  1851. 

"Without  the  assistance  of  that  di- 
vine Being  who  ever  attended  him 
(Washington)  I  cannot  succeed.  With 
that  assistance,  I  cannot  fail.  Trust- 
ing in  His  care  who  can  go  with  me, 
and  remain  with  you,  and  be  every- 
where for  good,  let  us  confidently  hope 
that  all  will  yet  be  well.  To  His  care 
commending  you,  as  I  hope  in  your 
prayers  you  will  commend  me,  I  bid 
you  an  affectionate  farewell." — Fare- 
well Address,  Springfield,  February  11, 
1861. 

"Being  an  humble  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  as  I 
am,  and  as  we  all  are,  to  work  out 
His  great  purposes,  I  have  desired  that 
all  my  works  and  acts  may  be  accord- 
ing to  His  will ;  and  that  it  might  be  so, 
I  have  sought  His  aid." — Reply  to 
Mrs.  Gurney  and  deputation  from  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  September,  1862. 

"In  regard  to  the  great  Book,  I  have 
only  to  say  it  is  the  best  gift  which 
God  has  ever  given  man.  All  the  good 
from  the  Savior  of  the  world  is  com- 
municated to  us  through  this  Book." — 
Response  to  presentation  of  Bible. 

"God  knows  best  .  .  .  surely  He  in- 
tends some  great  good  to  follow  this 
mighty  convulsion,  which  no  mortal 
could  make  and  no  mortal  could  stave. 
That  you  believe  this  I  doubt  not;  and 
believing  it,  I  shall  still  receive  for 
our  country  and  myself  your  earnest 
prayers  to  our  Father  in  Heaven." — 
From  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Gurney,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1864. — Quoted  by  Barton  in 
"The  Soul  of  Abraham  Lincoln." 


TK@  Cr@@dl  ©if  Albiralkainni  Lainicollini  aim 
His  Qwira  Woirds 

I  believe  in  God,  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  Nations,  our  great  and  good 
and  merciful  Maker,  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who  notes  the  fall  of  a  sparrow, 
and  numbers  the  hairs  of  our  heads. 

I  believe  in  His  eternal  truth  ami  justice. 

I  recognize  the  sublime  truth  announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and 
proven  by  all  history  that  those  nations  only  are  blest  whose  God  is  the 
Lord. 

I  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to  own  their 
dependence  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God,  and  to  invoke  the  influence 
of  His  Holy  Spirit:  to  confess  their  sins  and  transgressions  in  humble  sor- 
row, yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repentance  will  lead  to  mercy  and 
pardon. 

I  believe  that  it  is  meet  and  right  to  recognize  and  confess  the  presence 
of  the  Almighty  Father  equally  in  our  triumphs  and  in  those  sorrows  which 
we  may  justly  fear  are  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  us  for  our  presumptuous 
|  sins  to  the  needful  end  of  our  reformation. 

I  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has  ever  given  to  men. 
All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  is  communicated  to  us  through 
this  book. 

I  believe  the  will  of  God  prevails.  Without  Him  all  human  reliance  is 
vain.  Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being  I  cannot  succeed.  With 
that  assistance  I  cannot  fail. 

Being  a  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  I 
desire  that  all  my  works  and  acts  may  be  according  to  His  will;  and  that 
it  may  be  so,  I  give  thanks  to  the  Almighty,  and  seek  Hjs  aid. 

I  have  a  solemn  oath  registered  in  heaven  to  finish  "the  work  I  am  in,  j 
in  full  view  of  my  responsibility  to  my  Cod,  with  malice  toward  none;   with  j 
charity  for  all;   with  firmness  in  the  right  as  God  gives  me  to  see  the  right.  I 
Commending  those  who  love  me  to  His  care,  as  I  hope  in  their  prayers  they 
will  commend  me,  I  look  through  the  help  of  God  to  a  joyous  meeting  with 
many  loved  ones  gone  before. 

This  Creed  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  an  extract  from  "The  Soul  of  Abraham  Lincoln" 
(Doran),  by  the  Itcvermd  William  E.  lim-ton,  D.  D.  No  liberties  hare  been  taken  with  Lin- 
coln's sentences,  all  publicly  uttered,  except  to  change  the  past  tense  to  thu  present,  or  the 
plural   to    the   singular,    arid   to    add    conneetires   and   prefaco    '.  •    words    "I    believe" 


LINCOLN'S  CREED 


I  believe  in  God,  the  A.lmighty 
Ituler  of  Nations,  oar  great  and  good 
and  merciful  Make",  our  Bather  in 
heaven,  -who  noies  Lie  fall  >>f  a  spar- 
"/.»',  and  numbers  the  hairs  of  our 
heads. 

I  believe  in  His  eternal  truth  and 
justice.  I  recognize  the  sublime 
truth  announced  in  the  Holy  Script- 
ures, and  proven  by  all  history,  that 
those  nations  only  are  blest  whose 
God  is  the  Lord. 

I  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  na- 
tions as  well  as  of  men  to  own  their 
dependence  upon  the  overruling  pow- 
er of  God,  and  to  invoke  the  influ- 
ence of  His  Holy  Spirit  to  confess 
their  sins  and  transgressions  in  hum- 
ble sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope 
that  genuine  repentance  will  lead  to 
mercy  and   pardon. 

I  believe  that  it  is  meet  and  right 
j  to  recognize  and  confess  the  Al- 
mighty  Father  equally  in  our  tri- 
umphs and  in  those  sorrows  which 
I  may  justly  fear  are  a  punishment 
'  inflicted  upon  us  for  our  presump- 
I  tious  sins,  to  the  needful  end  of  our 
i  reformation.  I 

I  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  best 
gift  which  God  has  ever  given  to 
men.  All  the  good  from  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  is  communicated  to  us 
through  this  book.  i 

I  believe  the  will  of  God  prevails. 
Without  H;m  all   human  reliance   is 
vain.     Without  the  assistance  of  that 
Divine      Being,      I   cannot     succeed. 
With  that  assistance  I  cannot  fail. 
Being   the    humble    instrument   in 
j  the  hands  of  our  heavenly  father,  I 
1  desire  that  all  my  works     and     acts 
may  be  according  to  His  will;     and 
that  it  may  be  so,  I  give  thanks  to 
the  Almighty  and  seek  his  aid. 

I  have  a  solemn  oath  registered  in 
heaven  to  finish  the  work  I  am  in,  in 
i  full  view  of  my  responsibility  to  God, 
with  malice  toward  none;  with  char- 
ity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  me  to  see  the 
right.  Commending  those  who  love 
me  to  His  care,  as  I  hope  in  their 
prayers  they  will  commend  me,  I 
look,  through  the  help  of  God,  to  a  • 
joyous  meeting  with  many  loved  ones 
!  gone   before. 


BANK  CLOSED  MONDAY 

The  Tazewell  County  National 
Bank  will  be  closed  all  day  Monday 
in  observance  of  Lincoln's  birthday 
anniversary.  .  ; 

tib . .   ,  ;  --  * : 


The  Chicago  Baptist  News 
February  1961 


The  Creed  of  Abraham   Lincoln 

I     believe  in  God,  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  Nations,  our  great  and  good  and 
merciful  Maker,  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who  notes  the  fall  of  a  sparrow, 
and  numbers  the  hairs  of  our  heads. 

I  believe  in  His  eternal  truth  and  justice. 

I  recognize  the  sublime  truth  announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  proven 
by  all  history  that  those  nations  only  are  blest  whose  God  is  the  Lord. 

I  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to  own  their 
dependc  nee  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God,  and  L  invoke  the  influence  of 
His  Holy  Spiirt;  to  confess  their  sins  and  transgressions  in  humble  sorrow, 
yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repentance  will  lead  to  mercy  and  pardon. 

I  believe  that  it  is  meet  and  right  to  recognize  and  confess  the  presence  of 
the  Almighty  Father  equally  in  our  triumphs  and  in  those  sorrows  which  we 
may  justly  fear  are  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  us  for  our  presumptuous  sins 
to  the  needful  end  of  our  reformation. 

I  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  gift  which  God  has  ever  given  to  men. 
All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the  world  is  communicated  to  us  through  this 
book. 

I  believe  the  will  of  God  prevails.  Without  Him  all  human  reliance  is  vain. 
Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being,  I  cannot  succeed.  With  this  assis- 
ance  I  cannot  fail. 

Being  a  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  I  desire 
that  all  my  works  and  acts  may  be  according  to  His  will ;  and  that  it  may  be 
so,  I  give  thanks  to  the  Almighty,  and  seek  His  aid. 

I  have  a  solemn  oath  registered  in  heaven  to  finish  the  work  I  am  in,  in 
full  view  of  my  responsibility  to  my  God,  with  malice  toward  none ;  with  charity 
for  all;  with  firmness  in  the  right  as  God  gives  me  to  see  the  ri^ht.  Commending 
those  who  love  me  to  His  care,  as  I  hope  in  their  prayers  they  will  commend 
me,  I  look  through  the  help  of  God  to  a  joyous  meeting  with  many  loved  ones 
gone  before. 

Quoted    by   William   J.   Wolfe   in   "The   Almost   Chosen    People." 
(Derived  from   Lincoln's  writings.) 


